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Field. They also said that the great River was very
dangerous, when one does not know the difficult
Places; that it was full of horrible monsters, which
devoured men and Canoes Together; that there was
even a demon, who was heard from a great distance,
who barred the way, and swallowed up all who ven-
tured to approach him; Finally that the Heat was so
excessive In those countries that it would Inevitably
Cause Our death.

I thanked them for the good advice that they gave
me, but told them that I could not follow it, because
the salvation of souls was at stake, for which I would
be delighted to give my life; that I scoffed at the
alleged demon; that we would easily defend our-
selves against those marine monsters; and, moreover,
that We would be on our guard to avoid the other
dangers with which they threatened us. After mak-
ing them pray to God, and giving them some Instruc-
tion, I separated from them. Embarking then in
our Canoes, We arrived shortly afterward at the bot-
tom of the Bay des puantz, where our Fathers labor
successfully for the Conversion of these peoples, over
two thousand of whom they have baptized while
they have been there.

This bay bears a Name which has a meaning not
so offensive in the language of the savages; For they
call it Za baye sallée [‘‘salt bay'’] rather than
Bay des Puans,—although with Them this is almost
the same and this is also The name which they give
to the Sea. This led us to make very careful re-
searches to ascertain whether there were not some
salt-Water springs in This quarter, As there are
among the hiroquois, but we found none. We con-
clude, therefore, that This name has been given to



